the Brazilian finance h{m. is, '

investigation for sUspiCious #ss0fi:
with private detective Brtivities,

Jeferson Fiuza claimed he was n:lun::E.

E
odd jobs for the bank when he was | i
[
I

arrested and found with ammunifions

and weapons after stalking one of the
employess of the company who
pressed charges against the bank.




Ammunition, handcuffs, a 9.8-inch
knife, a 23.6-inch iron bar, people
stalkad and threatened, and even &
“sexual rele play fantasy.” What do
these things have to do with a judicial
dispute involving the bank owned by
one of the richest men in Brazil and
former bank clienls who are legally
guestioning  the amounl of debt
owed Lo the bank?
It = the latesl chapter of a dispute
invalving BancoSafra,owned by
JosephSafra, and merchanis of the
Gobbo family.owners ofBoot
Co.(footwear and accessory
productsjinCampinas(SP ). Years
aga, when merchants contracted
loans backed by credit card sales,
the bank would use blank
agreaments previously signed by
clients. The bank admilled this
praclice (o tha Brazilian Fed aftar bwo
national deputies intervenad in the
casg. The Gobbo family claimes thal
the bank ook advantage of the fact
that the family signed blank forms by
forcing exorbitant rates, far beyond
agread-upon amounts. Legal
actions, an affidavit from the bank's
former manager stating that other
clients had signed blank contracis as
well, and Boot Co, contracts were all
found to be fravdulent. A court expert
lestified favorably on thie merchant's
bahall, bubwas opposed by another
expart hired by thea bankars.
The di=spute had been conducted ina
civilized manner until the end of
2012, when officers of the city
department of law enforcement
arrested Jeferson FuizadeMoaoraes.In
Movember, Fiuza
andCassianoFerreiradosSantos,
both residents of the city of
S & o . F a . u I o
pursuadAirtondeCampos—a
warahouse workar andamployes of
the Gobbo family—by car. De
Campos called tha polica, who
arrived at the scens and found
another car parked alongside the
Safra branch building
inCampinas.inside the vehicle, they
found a set of sharp-edge weapons
and a firearm

T

According o the first information
report of the investigation
#28HM2012, waeapons included a .38
caliber pistol with 172 bullets, more
than&00 caps, 89, 8-inch knife, 8 pair
of handcuffs, anda 25-inch iron
par.The owner of this arsenal was
Fuiza, who was then arested for the
second fime in less than six manths
In June, he had been charged with
the murder of Lwo buglers
nSaoPaulo. He claimed 1o be acting
in salf-dafensea .
When guestioned by the polica
afficer, Fiuza claimed fo be doing
odd jobs forBancaSafra, but he
changad his statement during police
interrogetion, Later on, the bank
canfirmead they had hired a private
investigation company in Campinas,
and that Fiuzawas working on this
Inyvestligatlon

Fiuza's attempt lo deny his
invalvement with the bank may have
giver the police oflicers a good
faugh: Ha claimed tha 8.8-inch Knife
was to peal ocrangeas and the iron bar
to ba used as a wrench in casa of a
flat tire. YWhat about the handcuffs?
According to Fiuza's police
statement, "the handcuffs wers
intendad for use in sexual role
play."As he presented the weapon
registration number, he was
redeased after payment of RS 1,400
in bail. Public proseculors asked for
prool thal Fiuza was authorized o
carry both the pistiol and Lthe
ammunition, but so far he has not
praseanltlaed any.
Contradictory leaflets On Decamber
10th, Banco Safra brought a criminal
a [} t i a n
againstCarliosAugustoGobbo,who's
taking legal action against the
bank.In It, the bank claims that
leaflets with content against hem
were thrown from the inside of a car
inte the streets, specifically in the
wvicinity of the Asenida Faulisla
branch, and also in lha cities of
C a m p i m a s
RibeiraoPreto,.Barueri,and
P ira g | & a b a

The content was said lo includs the
status of legal actions and to
introduce readers to the
S afrauwudebl| oag
(safraude.blogspot.oom), created
by Guto a month earlier, in July, This
blog is & compilation of reports and
documents related to the dispute
invalving Banco SafraandBootCo.
on different levels, including Civil
Courlg, the police department, the
Brazilian Fed, and avan tha Housea
of Representativas (two  national
d a p u t i e s ) .
"The bank has baan the target of a
campaign ta disaredit its
work,"states the criminal action
carried out by the bank "This
AnoNYMoUs campaign s causing
damage and embamassment 1o the
company's name,” claims Banco
Safra through the document now
held by Carles Alvarenga, the 13th
Precinct Commissioner, who s
aware of lhe dispule.
"Unable to find ool who was
rasponsible  for distributing  the
leaflats on public streets, the bank
undertook & private investigation,
hiring a company called Unit
Conzult, "admits Safra, According to
hankers, on Movember 19, Fiuza
was In Campinas to investigate,
when he saw defamatory teaflets
belng thrown away from the inside of
a white FlalFionno in the vicinity of
the Cambui branch. He and the
drivar, CassianoFerreira, than
followed the white car until its driver,
warahousa worker Airfon de
Campas, parked in front of Boot Co.
and handed a bag of leaflets out to s
woman.Shortly thereafter, de
Campos called the police, fearing he
was being followed Fiuza was
arrested a couple of hours after that
The ank heolds
Gule, CristinaGobbo, and Airton de
Campos accountable for the
criminal action of defaming the
bank's good name.This ocriminal

. action, howevar, doss not mention

any weapons or Bmmunitions found
with the man allegedly running a
"private  investigation” for Safra.



Guto toldCongressoemFoco
Magazine that he considers such an
episode a thraat to his family as a
response to the battle in court they
started with the bank."An
investigation based on iren bars and
ammunitions  doesnt sound right.
Thera ara a number of law firms that
do serious work, " says the mearchant.
He denies having prepared leaflets
with references to his own blog. He
says that after the blog was
released, family members were
surprised whan they received emails
with images of leaflets with content
against the bank in front of the Av
Paulista branch, which in theair point
of view was an “act of
courage. "Howeaver, they don'l know
the name of this brave parson, as,
according to Guto, hefshe “won't
reply our emaills. "

GobbhovsBancoSafra
The BoolCo, slory began 70 years
ago when they entered the markel.
In 2003, Boot Co. became one of
Safra's clients, after receiving an
interesting “Smoke Credit”™ offer,
which was basically an
advancameant of receivables on
credit card sales. This operation
would allow the Gobbo family 1o
receive beforehand the amount
cormasponding to the installment to
be paid by the consumer to the
acquirer, as the bank would
anticipate the payment by charging 8
monthly interest rate that would go
from 2 1o 2.85%.
Far each group of sales, blank
agreements were signed in good
faith.On the top of each agreement,
the manager would take nole (in
pencil) of the amount anficipated
and the interest rate Papers would
then return filled ouwt.

After that, all transparency was
gone, And debls only increased,
With a bad credit record, the Gobbo
familymade a decision ko franchise
thair business and plead a dehbt
review

in a court of law.
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Despite the fact that Safra admitted
in Court and to tha Brazilian Fed that
they took advantage of blank
agraements with the Gobbo family, a
former manager of the bank, Denise
Artem, stated that the same
procedure was used with other
clients of the bank. According to her
statement, made in February 2008,
in the middle of a judicial dispute
between the bark and Boot Co.,
agreements were forged by
employees of the Campinas branch.
They sven used specific pencils to
do the forgeries.
ates charged by the bank were as
“twice as high” as those agreed
upen  beforehandwith the Gobbo
farnily. Safra lawyers told the Justica
systemn that Denise is an open
‘fenamy” of the bank.
The Brazilian Fed considered the
claim regarding fraudulent blank
agreements valid, but did not
impose any punishments on Safra,
a5 il believed thal 1o be an “isolated
a W ] ] t ; =
MarteneBraz, expert of the 3rd Civil
Court ofCampinas, said that the
Gobbo family owes nothing to tha
bank and may even be entitled to get
some money back, An expert hired
by the bank provided a different
opinion on the case, stating that the
interest rates appliad weara
consistent with the financial market
rates. The courtwill deliberate on the
case, which already includes 16
separate legal actions.Cne of them,
being tried in the 3rd civil court, has
avear 3,500 pages.a
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M o comm eents
All attempts to obtain a stetement
from a BancoSafra representative
failed, as did attempts for
statements  from  UnitConsultand
CassianoFerreira.Fiuza could also
not be reached at the telephone
numbers he, himself, provided.
In June2012 Fiuza was amesbed
after murdering two buglers-one
was 25 years old and the other was
teenager (17 years oid), who
allegedly held him hostage in his
own camputer shop. The
commissionar of the98th Pracinct of
SaoPaulo determined itwas unlikaly
that ha acted in self-defense, as the
so-called investigator for Banco
Salra shot one of tham three timaes,
and the other five fimes, despite
being fired upoen anly once."Only the
elder of the two burglars carried a
qun, and that gun only had a single
piece of ammunition. The teenager
was nol armed, bul was
nevertheless shot in the back”
reported Galdinao
toCongresscoemFoco.
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Mortgage and spying
Reordigui *ut i afer qumstioning g inem: e
mipeasd by B S o0 mirigige lnka

L

Accordng 1o the Baashon Fed lsl B iop
three: banks s Bamoo 0o Brasil (with B
B37 billion), Rl RS 802 bilion), and

Tha Qobba Tamily
chargen againsl Safre for spying nndapplying
exorulant inleresl mies A former employes of the
bank Affirms thal in the 708 the prachcs was o
charge len mes mons interest on moroages ang A

a nof (he only party 0 pross

cammon rabte. for example, migh! be 1% bul the
10%

Atthat tima, very fow poopla noliced, assuies Rand

bank would charge
Haldan, who was lormer haad of (e Admnistrative
Deparimen! of Safra Heal Stale Credi! Union. He
ook his concermns regarding such illegal aclivily (o
hibs suparsar, who told Rim, “YWe will uss the mansy of
oze who don't complain (o pay (hoes who 30"
Apcording o Rond
mctivilias were parfarmad undar il eweresass ol
the Bank's owner, Josaph Salra

After (hat, Rend was transfersd o = different
dapartment of the bank_The 65-year-old activisl in
the Cainalic Charch dunng 8 time of regression
ramembars the day he resignad the posdon al the

iha corpoftale deparirmant

bBank, whora he had workad for iwo docatoes

BancaBafra’s = sharshoidar and ons o Fs
el e i B coumiry, Joanph hae n oo
weurth of LSS\ 7edtion. as awxtrmiled by
EHoimbeng

Ho wlso casmad o ba n viclim of stelieng at that
i, much e e Gobibo Tamily cumenily claims
o be in Campinas

The year wasi986. The Humen Resources
Mannpemesd bom & reporl &l of Rend's private

activilles, mch 4 s involvement wilh he
Culholic Cheech and wsocisl rmosemenis, his
voluniesting = slum areas, and ewan  his

idontificanen wih iborabon heology He was
talking o ma a5 if he knew me really well. OF ail Ina
bank empioyees, he had detaded information on
me " 58Ys René.
BancoSalradd nol comment on Rend Roldan's
AmAtimony

Documents mantioned are avadable at
congressoemioco.uol.com berevista




